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New CDC Director's Goal - "..substantially reduce and ultimately prevent HIV
infection"

From Kaisernetwork.org comes this storyline: “Newly Appointed CDC Director Says Agency
Will Focus on Bioterrorism, Other Health Issues [Jul 05, 2002]

As expected, HHS Secretary Tommy Thompson on July 3 named Dr. Julie Gerberding as
director of the CDC <http://www.cdc.gov>, the AP/Washington Post
<http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/articles/A22768-2002Jul4.htmI> reports. Gerberding
gained "popularity and 'a lot of credibility" during the investigation of the anthrax attacks last
fall, Dr. Gail Cassell of Eli Lilly & Co., a bioterrorism adviser to the government, said. But
Gerberding said the agency's agenda must include "more than just bioweapons" (Chakraborty,
AP/Washington Post, 7/4). She said she plans to "tackle" the "still-expanding" AIDS epidemic,
adding, "I want to state very clearly that my essential goal is to substantially reduce and
ultimately prevent HIV infection." Gerberding said she would also solicit an "objective external
assessment of [the agency's] strengths and weaknesses," hoping to hear from "some voices that
may not have been heard here in the past," including health care industry members and business
leaders in addition to state and local health departments (McKenna, Atlanta Journal-Constitution
<http://www.accessatlanta.com/ajc/epaper/editions/thursday/news_d3325e4de6£12199000c.html
>, 7/4). She said, "Our agenda is not simply protection against terrorism. ... Safer, healthier
people. That's what it's about." She added, "I need to spend a lot of time listening closely to what
everyone has to say and the concerns they have before I come up with a central mission"
(AP/Washington Post, 7/4). «




